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Introduction  
This poster outlines the processes involved in implementing Evidence-Based 
Acquisition (EBA) at Maynooth University (MU) Library.  EBA is a licensing 
model that differs from the Patron-Driven Acquisition (PDA) model in that 
the library makes the final purchase decision based on usage.  The 
Framework for the Supply of Library Goods does not cover EBA so it 
presented an opportunity to research products from a variety of suppliers.  
EBA provides access to a pre-agreed collection and added titles during the 
access period (typically 6-12 months). The library then reviews usage data to 
determine which titles to retain in perpetuity. 
MU Library chose to undertake a 6-month pilot – February to August 2018.  
The outcome of this pilot will influence collection development, acquisition, 
resource description, outreach, information services, e-resource collections, 
inter-library loans, information literacy and academic engagement.  The EBA 
model is relatively recent to Ireland, which could create further 
opportunities. 
How does EBA work? 
1. Vendor chosen on meeting select criteria 
2. The library pays an upfront fee 
3. The library selects the material and MARC records are uploaded into 
the LMS and discovery system 
4. Users can then access all the material or selected collections from a 
publisher for a limited period of time, usually called “access period” 
5. The library receives usage statistics from the vendor/publisher and can 
either: 
 Renew the access period  
 Purchase the eBooks based on the usage data 
 Opt-out of contract and not purchase, however, the fee is non-
refundable 
 
 
* COUNTER Book Report 2 (BR2) usage statistics, i.e. chapter views and 
downloads 
 
